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tered, and sometimes shortened, by the jealousy of the rela-
tives who occupied the throne to which they had an hereditary
claim. The head of Hosein is interred in a mosque in Cairo,
and even in that land of Sonnites the anniversary of his death
is kept with great solemnity; and throughout the Turkish domi-
nions the reputed descendants of Ali, a large body, who are
distinguished by green turbans, enjoy certain privileges, and
are distinguished by the respect which in other countries is
paid to nobility.

But not only is this unreasonable respect shewn to the
memory of the prophet, and of his family and successors, but
the many countries professing Islam abound in holy sheiks
and dervishes, whose sepulchres are visited, and whose prayers
are solicited, like those of the inferior deities of the Pagan
world, and of Roman Catholic saints. This illustrates the
unwillingness of unrenewed man to presume to approach the
awful Governor of the Universe, whose justice he fears too
much to regard him with reverential love, and his tendency to
seek his forgiveness and his support through othe'r men more
worthy to be heard, yet who can put forth no claim to entitle
them to act as intercessors. Yet reason and conscience bear
witness to this feeling; and the Missionary might take advantage
of it, to shew, that neither heathen nor Moslem can draw nigh to
his Maker direct, but that he will be accepted and heard for
the sake of Him, who, in order to be a Mediator, has united
the nature of the two parties who were at variance, and can
alone make them at one, the man Christ Jesus.

Such is, I believe, a correct exposition of the dogmas and
positive duties of Islam, the system of him who repre-
sented himself as the restorer of the religion of Abraham, but
is more truly designated by Schlegel,* as the false Paraclete
of misconceived promise and idle phantasy, who announced
a faith without mysteries, and a morality without love. Pascal f
asks " What mystery did he reveal ? what miracles did he
work?" To these queries his followers can give no satis-

* Philosophy of History, Lecture XII.         t Pensees II. xii. 7.